TWO AMALI PEREGRINATIONS TO THE KINGDOM OF VISIGOTHS: HOW THEODERIC THE GREAT AND EUTHARIC LEGITIMISED THEIR AUTHORITY OVER THE 'UNITED' GOTHS
Just at that time Beremud, the son of Thorismud, whom we have mentioned above in the genealogy of the family of the Amali, departed with his son Veteric from the Ostrogoths, who still submitted to the oppression of the Huns in the land of Scythia, and came to the kingdom of the Visigoths. Well aware of his valor and noble birth, he believed that the kingdom would be the more readily bestowed upon him by his kinsmen, inasmuch as he was known to be the heir of many kings. And who would hesitate to choose one of the Amali, if there were an empty throne? But he was not himself eager to make known who he was, and so upon the death of Valia the Visigoths made Theodorid his successor. Beremud came to him and, with the strength of mind for which he was noted, concealed his noble birth by prudent silence, for he knew that those of royal lineage are always distrusted by kings. So he suffered himself to remain unknown, that he might not bring the established order into confusion. King Theodorid received him and his son with special honor and made him partner in his counsels and a companion at his board; not for his noble birth, which he knew not, but for his brave spirit and strong mind, which Beremud could not conceal.
5
This excerpt from Getica has had varying interpretations. Herwig Wolfram, the main proponent of a longevity of the Amali dynastic tradition, believed that: In a much more recent version of his interpretation, the Austrian scholar phrases the issue as follows:
The Ansic-Amali tradition was unknown to the Terwings and thereafter, to the Visigoths. Whoever went over from the Amali to the Visigoths would lose their Amalicity until King Theoderic the Great rediscovered it, that is to say, recognised it.
7
Peter J. Heather, British scholar dealing with the history of the Amali, otherwise interprets the mention of the peregrinations Ostrogoths made to the countries populated by their 'kindred' Visigoths:
The Getica states that this took place because Beremud grew to despise those Goths who had accepted Hun domination (33:174f.). However, as the son of Thorismud, an independent Gothic leader, Beremud was important in his own right and would have posed a threat to rising Amal power. As the case of Gensemund shows (and as is well documented more generally among Germanic tribal groups), important men attracted their own following of armed retainers. This made them a dangerous focus for any discontent, and a potential rival such as Beremud was unlikely to be left in peace by an emerging dynastic line. He probably chose to move west rather than continue the struggle with the Amals or accept subordination. His action fi nds a parallel in Valamir's brother Vidimir, who in c. 473 also went west, seemingly after a quarrel with the other brother, Thiudimir. The Getica again hides the event's political connotations (56:283), but the three Amal brothers each had their own followings and did sometimes act independently. 8 These quotations from the two scholars call for an exhaustive commentary. Let us start from the interpretation proposed by H. Wolfram. This Austrian scholar quotes three excerpts from Getica -c. 174f., c. 251, and c. 283f. as evidence for his assertion of 'destroyed Amalicity' of Eutharic's ancestors 9 Getica c. 174-5 has already been quoted; with the two other fragments, one also fi nds it diffi cult to identify an argument to support Wolfram's thesis. Getica c. 251 only says that it was owing to contempt for the Ostrogoth people when the latter fell into dependence on the Huns, Beremud went west to the Visigoths.
10
The last mentioned fragment (c. 284) notifi es that the departure of Vidimir the Elder and his expedition to Italy was initiated by Thiudimir, Theoderic's father, who, once lots were cast, encouraged his brother to sally forth to Italy where Glycerius reigned.
11 None of those references can possibly be the genuine basis for the thesis proposed by Wolfram; none enables one to make out a 'tendency' in Getica to see detachments from the Ostrogoth tribe in terms of a treason that would automatically destroy the 'Amalicity', or 'Amal(i) identity', of the kin's members migrating to the Visigoths.
Heather also seems to indulge in fantasies as, taking Getica c. 174 as the basis, he is able to fi nd that Beremud's 'westward' expedition was an alternative option to conforming to Valamir or fi ghting against him. The same thing concerns the other trek -Vidimir's departure, made 'seemingly after a quarrel with the other brother'. Such attempts at excavating '(pieces of) the real history' of the Amali from the Getica narrative prove to be mere conjectures, backed with no source whatsoever. The comment made by Heather gives rise to yet another issue -namely, if Getica 'hides the event's political connotations', then how can a researcher discover what Jordanes's work is thus meant to hide? This is not explained, though, and no methodological key to the interpretation proposed by the British scholar is made available to us. How can the mention of Beremud be interpreted, for it to be reasonably related with the source providing us with information on this fi gure, rather than being a free and unsupported 'creativity' of a historian?
The lost Historia Gothorum by Cassiodorus, written on command of Theoderic the Great, sometime between 516 and 533, is often regarded as a work whose role was to legitimise the future reign of Eutharic or Athalaric.
12 Cassiodorus wrote the Historia after several occurrences of essential importance to the Amali took place. In 511, Theoderic, having seized the power from Gesalic (d. 513), son of his son-in-law Alaric II (d. 507), came to the Visigoth throne himself.
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In 515, fi nally disillusioned for any chance to beget a male descendant, the Ostrogothic/Visigothic king gave his daughter as a wife to Eutharic, as already mentioned. It is believed that Eutharic was to take over the rule over the Ostrogoths as well as the Visigoths after Theoderic's death.
14 It can be guessed that Historia Gothorum was meant to provide an ideological superstructure to enable legitimation of authority for both Theoderic and Eutharic over a 'united kingdom of the Goths'. Jordanes's Getica, based to an extent on this missing work, 12 Athalaric, son of Eutharic and Amalasuntha, must have been born in 516. Cassiodorus wrote in his work about seventeen generations of the Amali house; Athalaric was the seventeenth generation. According to Jordanes, Theoderic passed before his death the royal power to Athalaric infantulum adhuc vix decennem -Getica, c. 304. The year 516 set the terminus a quo Cassiodorus's work was written. 15 Jordanes explains to his readers what has actually driven Beremud and Veteric -the grandfather and the father of Euhtaric, respectively -into the kingdom of Visigoths. Once there, Beremud concealed his identity as an Amal, and hence the Visigoths, unaware that they had among themselves a member of the royal family and a 'descendant of many a king', elected Theodorid to the throne. Beremud knew that kings tended to extend their suspiciousness to individuals of a royal descent, and so did not reveal his true origin to Theodorid. This fact explains the reason(s) for some occurrences taking place thereafter. One of them was that it was only Theoderic to discover, as he exercised custody of his Visigothic grandson Amalaric (son of Alaric and Theodegotho), that Eutharic, a descendant of the Amali lineage, lived in Spain. Theoderic subsequently brought the 'newly discovered' Amal to his place and gave his daughter Amalasuntha away to him, thus, as Jordanes puts it, merging the thithertodivided house of the Amali. 16 Yet, this connection of the two Amali lines is but one of the symbolic motifs in the Jordanes narration.
Legitimisation of Eutharic as the main purpose behind writing down the
The Getica narrative, when approached in an unbiased way, leads one to a fi rm and defi nite conclusion that Beremud was a would-be ruler of the Ostrogoths but as he disdained them due to their dependence upon the Huns, he went away, thus for ever losing the opportunity to become their king after the tragic death of his father, King Thorismud. As there were no adult members of the royal house or kingdom heirs in place, the Ostrogoths had to wait till Valamir, son of Vandalarius and member of the elder Amali line, whilst the interregnum was to last with them for a biblical number of forty years. The description of Beremud's arrival at the Visigoth court notes that there was an option for him to become a legitimate ruler of the 15 Goffart, The Narrators, 33, fn. 58. Goffart is a leader of so-called 'minimalists' with regard to the ideological message of Cassiodorus's work as preserved within Getica by Jordanes. But even he claims that 'Jordanes's Getica stresses that Eutharic was an Amal, descended from a collateral branch, and that his marriage to Amalasuntha therefore joined Amal to Amal. Very probably, Cassiodorus was Jordanes's source' -ibidem, 32.
16 Getica, c. 251, p. 122.
Visigoths once their King Vallia dies. This makes Getica's message unambiguous: Beremud was a would-be ruler of both the Ostrogoths and Visigoths. On writing this particular fragment, Jordanes probably drew from an account found in the now-lost work by Cassiodorus. One of the objectives behind it probably was, as was already mentioned, to legitimise Eutharic who was meant to inherit from his fatherin-law the rule over the Ostrogoths and also over the other Gothic people -the Visigoths, whose King Theoderic had been since 511.
17
Jordanes's narration thereby persuades us that Eutharic, envisioned as the ruler-to-be for the Ostrogoths and the Visigoths, had within his lineage certain predecessors who also had had a chance of being kings of both peoples, or just had became such kings -to name the lineage's central ancestor, Ermenaric, 'the noblest of the Amali'. Thus, Eutharic's future authority became 'historically' validated, once his forefathers, such as a king whose name was Ostrogotha, had ruled both people, or at least had opportunities to do so -as the case was with his own grandfather Beremud. Beside this, the Beremud arrival narrative clearly suggests that the Amali constituted a legitimate royal house, having the right to rule over all the Goths. The Getica message shows how far the Amali rule over the Visigoths -particularly with regards to Eutharic and his forebears -was validated, and, that they had more right to it than Theodorid and his offspring, which included Alaric II and his two sons, Gesalic and Amalaric.
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The second Amali peregrination -the arrival of both Vidimirs to Italy, with the younger one setting out for Galia afterwards, also seems to form part of the Goths' unity message. The Jordanes narrative goes in this respect as follows: After Thorismud died, and Beremud left together with his son Veteric, having symbolically waited for forty years, the Ostrogoths had a sovereign with them again: Valamir was made their new king. 19 He was supported by his two younger brothers, Thiudimir and Vidimir. In Pannonia, each of the brothers led one of the three Ostrogoth groups. 20 After Valamir was killed in a battle against the people of Sciri, his Goths are said to have run away 17 Wolfram, Die Goten, 329. 18 Although Amalaric was, through his mother, a grandson of Theoderic the Great, this does not imply that he had ever had any role to play in his grandfather's designs and was regarded by him to be a full-right member of the house.
19 Getica, c. 253, p. 123. 20 Ibidem, c. 268, p. 128.
to join Thiudimir. 21 He therefore gathered, and united under his direct rule, two of the three Ostrogoth groups. Having next summoned Vidimir, the youngest brother, Thiudimir set out for his victorious war against the enemies. Some time later, Theoderic, Thiudimir's son, was back from Constantinople. As he turned eighteen of age, Jordanes says, he summoned certain followers of his father and some friends and clients, and set off for a conquering expedition against the Sarmatian leader Babay. 22 It might be guessed that Theoderic thus made up a squad whose members came from the group that had been governed by his father under Valamir's rule. With time, poverty stared the Ostrogoths in the face. According to Jordanes, the Goths requested their King Thiudimir to lead them wherever he would be willing to. Thiudimir called his brother Vidimir and impelled him to set forth against Italy, whilst himself, together with his son Theoderic, he set out to face the more powerful Eastern-Roman Empire. Soon after he was into Italy, Vidimir died and the ruling emperor successfully persuaded his namesake son to set off with his people toward Gaul. Jordanes describes it thus:
Thereupon Vidimir entered the land of Italy, but soon paid the last debt of fate and departed from earthly affairs, leaving his son and namesake Vidimir to succeed him. The Emperor Glycerius bestowed gifts upon Vidimir and persuaded him to go from Italy to Gaul, which was then harassed on all sides by various races, saying that their own kinsmen, the Visigoths, there ruled a neighboring kingdom. And what more? Vidimir accepted the gifts and, obeying the command of the Emperor Glycerius, pressed on to Gaul. Joining with his kinsmen the Visigoths, they again formed one body, as they had been long ago. Thus they held Gaul and Spain by their own right and so defended them that no other race won the mastery there. The narration of Getica once again emphasises a 'natural' unity and community of both Gothic people -the Ostrogoths and the Visigoths. Actually, Jordanes devotes the entire fi rst section of his work to this period of unity. Ostrogotha, in Jordanes's words, was the ruler 'to whose rule Ostrogoths and Visigoths alike, that is, the two peoples of the same tribe, were still subject'. 24 After the death of King Ermenaric, the ancestor of Eutharic's lineage -or, after a traitorous blow was struck at him by the otherwise unknown Rosomons -Visigoths detached themselves from Ostrogoths. Ermenaric's death concludes the fi rst part of Getica, and it is his decease that opens the section on the history of Visigoths. The third part of Getica is devoted to Ostrogoths, and it is in this section that Jordanes informs that Vidimir the Younger's Ostrogoths, 'joining with his kinsmen the Visigoths, … again formed one body, as they had been long ago' (cum parentibus Vesegothis iungens unum corpus effi ciunt, ut dudum fuerant). Thus, Vidimir the Younger's group put an end to the division of the Goths which had once broke up the 'Gothic unity' though a division into two 'fraternal' tribes. This is meaningful as Vidimir the Younger's Ostrogoths whose superior ruler had once been Valamir who was succeeded by Thiudimir, Theoderic's father. As we can remember, after Valamir's death, Thiudimir united two of the three Ostrogoth groups under his direct rule. Once Thiudimir died, his son Theoderic was made the new king with the Ostrogoths. Being a superior ruler of all the Ostrogothic groups, Theoderic had the full right to claim authority over the Ostrogoths, as remerged with the Visigoths. The description of Vidimir's Ostrogoths, as merged with the Visigoths into 'a single body' they had once constituted, might be a remnant of the ideological message of Cassiodorus whose work was arguably meant to justify Theoderic's right to take power over the Goths inhabiting Gaul and Spain, after Alaric II's death in 507, and the reclamation of the royal authority from Gesalic by Amal in 511.
The Jordanes narration seems to refl ect also other endeavours meant to legitimise the Amali authority over Gaul and Spain. Vidimir the Young's Ostrogoths arrived into those territories fulfi lling the order of emperor Glycerius (reigned 473-4), Jordanes tells us. Hence, their appearance in the said territory was said to have been sanctioned by the emperor -specifi cally, one of the last Western Roman emperors. This was putting Theoderic the Great, whose army had been fi ghting in Gaul since 508 and then in Spain, in quite a comfortable situation. The presence of Ostrogoths in Gaul between 508 and 526 and in Spain, in 510 to 526 had thus a peculiar precedent: an Ostrogothic group led by Vidimir had once landed in the area out of the emperor's will. Beside this, Theoderic in his propaganda represented himself as a Roman princeps; the dispatch of Vidimir's Ostrogoths to Gaul and Spain by his predecessor Glycerius was the propaganda's essential element. It is worth paying attention to the fact that Gothic kings ruled the gens Gothorum and in parallel exercised control over a territory that had once been Roman. 25 The passage in Jordanes which is most probably based on Cassiodorus's work legitimised the rule of Theoderic over the Goths dwelling in Gaul and Spain as well as over the related territories themselves.
In summary, the stories told by Jordanes about the two peregrinations of Amali people do not confi rm the interpretations proposed by Wolfram and Heather. Unsupported by the Getica message, Heather's strivings to draw out from Jordanes's narration the 'true reasons' for the said peregrinations into the Visigothic territory, interpreted as a struggle for power between the various Gothic leaders, blot out what is very clear and apparent in the Getica narrative. It is, namely, attempts at showing that natural for the Goths was unity of the two Gothic peoples, i.e. Ostrogoths and Visigoths, and that members of both peoples were parentes associated through consanguinitas. Another clear message in Jordanes is the conviction that the Amali were an all-Gothic royal house, with a natural right to rule both peoples. The primary right to rule over these two peoples rested with the house's line wherefrom Eutharic, the son-of-law and successor of Theoderic, stemmed. Nothing more, and nothing less than that.
trans. Tristan Korecki

